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SECRET ARMY TRIAL
San Diego anti-communists face terrorism charges

RON RIDENOUR
Right-wing extremists With z 
paranoid fear of a communist 
takeover in the United States are 
preparing for guerrilla warfare in 
San Oiego County. They have forged 
a group known as the Secret Army 
Organization (SAO) which has 
already begun to use violence 
against leftists and is said to have 
cadres in eleven western states.

Although these acts of violence, 
including shootings and firebom- 
bings have "taken place since 1969, 
police authorities made no arrests 
until after the June 19, 1972, bomb 
ing of the Guild Theater. No one was 
injured, although the building was 
severely damaged. Subsequent raids 
conducted on SAO members' homes 
netted large quantities of illegal ex 
plosives, handguns and rifles, in 
cluding an unpacked case of M-16 
rifles. The market value of the 
weapons was estimated at more 
than $60,000.

SAO member George M. Hoover 
was also arrested for the sniper 
shooting of Paula Tharp who was in 
the home of radical San Diego State 
economics professor Peter G. Boh- 
mer on January 9, 1972. She was Hit 
in the right elbow and suffered per 
manent damage.

Bohmer, who was not home, had 
previously been subjected to about 
40 threatening phone calls and 
numerous incidents of violence. In 
many cases, death threats and 
literature were credited to the SAO. 
However, when Bohmer and the San 
Diego Door, a radical bi-monthly of 
12,000 circulation, reported these 
and other acts of terror to the police, 
nothing was done to stop the 
violence.

Inspector Michael Sgobba, chief 
of the Investigations Unit ("Red 
Squad") of the San Diego Police 
Department, told the Free Press that 
the police had nothing to go on 
because, "We were not aware of the 
SAO. We didn't know what the un 
derground group was doing as we 
hadn't infiltrated it. The FBI had in 
filtrated them but didn't tell us until 
after the Guild Theater bombing. 
The FBI figured they'd gone far 
enough then when they began 
bombing property."

The police say they are disgrun 
tled with the lack of cooperation

from the FBI Jri finding those respon 
sible for the two and ohe-haif years 
of violence against leftists. Howard 
Berry Godfrey, FBI informer and 
agent provocateur for five years, 
kept the FBI abreast of the violence 
but the San Diego Police were in the 
dark, according to Inspector 
Sgobba.

The trials of the eight men and 
one woman charged in connection 
with the fire bombing of the por 
nography theater (some rightists are 
morally opposed to pornography) 
and the shooting of Paula Tharp are 
scheduled to begin this week.

At preliminary hearings of the nine 
arrested for the two acts of violence, 
the FBI and the District Attorney's 
chief witness, Godfrey, testified that 
he and Hoover had been surveilling 
Bohmer's home for the JAC, as was 
their custom, when Hoover took a 9 
millimeter pistol from under the seat 
and fired two shots into the 
residence.

Godfrey said he didn't know that 
Hoover was going to shoot and as : 
his SAO superior he ordered him to 
stop. Hoover left the gun in God 
frey's car and the informer turned it 
over to his FBI contact, Steve 
Christianson.

Christianson, said to be sym 
pathetic to the Secret Army accord-- 
ing to the Door, hid the gun under 
his couch for six months until the 
District Attorney's office learned of 
its existence by talking to Godfrey 
after the theater bombing. The agent 
has since left the FBI and cannot be 
found for comment but the FBI office 
denies knowing anything about the 
gun previous to the bombing.

Doug Porter, staff member of the 
Door, told the Free Press that a con 
certed campaign of terror has been 
waged since a radical movement 
began to stabilize in San Diego in 
late 1969. In the following scenario 
of violence reprinted from the Door, 
Godfrey's mark is indelibly stamped 
on it.

Sources for Godfrey's role include 
gas station attendant Calvin Fox, 
who is close to the SAO and who 
was approached by Godfrey to spy 
on reporter Gene Cubbison of the In 
dependent Newspaper because of a 
story he wrote about the SAO; 
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This little Indian girl with four arms was photographed by Ben Aliza during a lull in the Indian hearings in 
Arizona written about on Page Seven.
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defendants William F. Yakopec, ac 
cused of the theater bombing, 
Hoover, and Jerry Davis, Southern 
California regional director of SAO; 
and also from Godfrey's own grand 
jury testimony.

Godfrey has admitted to being a 
captain and commander of the local 
SAO and second in command of the 
California state section. Other 
rightists contend that Godfrey was a 
co-founder of it after the Minutemen 
were "destroyed by communists in 
the Justice Department." Godfrey 
said he had supplied information to 
the FBI almost daily for five years 
through three contacts: Christian- 
son, Earl Peterson and Jordon 
Naylor.

Godfrey got started in the FBI like 
so many informers after he was 
a. rested for a crime. He was charg 
ed with possession of illegal ex 
plosives in 1967. He had been sym 
pathetic to reactionary groups 
already when asked to inform for the 
FBI. Charges against him were then 
dropped and he became an em 
ployee of the Fire Department. The 
department denied it knew about his 
FBI and SAO activities.

Fox says that he never trusted 
Godfrey because, "He would never 
look you straight in the eye." The 
worker also believes that the "whole 
SAO thing is just a 'straw army' the 
FBI has manufactured to get people 
who think that Nixon is selling out to 
the communists." He thinks that as 
in the Cuban invasion, the CIA may 
be involved as well.

While the right-wing thinks that 
the FBI is out to get it, the left points 
to the fact that no effort whatsoever 
was made to stop the right-wing 
terror against radical leftists during 
the entire two and one-half years. 
They think the FBI may have been 
using Godfrey to harass and collect 
information on radicals and allowing 
crimes of violence against radicals 
to be committed.

Yakopec's attorney, Frederick 
Hetter, who is with the American 
Civil Liberties Union, told the Free 
Press that Godfrey is an explosives 
expert and a locksmith. The Door 
has long claimed that those who 
broke into its offices and into the 
Sfreef Journal some time before 
must have been a locksmith. The 
Door also pointed out that the last 
person to leave the Street Journafs 
office one of the nights it was 
broken into was John Paul Murray, 
then known by his police undercover 
alias as Jay King. It is not known if 
King and Godfrey worked together.

The Secret Army, founded by God 
frey and other ex-minutemen, grew 
out of the dissipating Minuteman 
organization after Minutemen mem 
bers were arrested for robbing 
banks. As long as it remained a 
terrorist and propaganda group 
against the left, it was left alone. The 
SAO is most powerful in the wealthy 
area of San Diego where Nixon 
wanted to have his convention.

Other right-wing groups are also 
an important part of the ocean com 
munity, including Alpha 66, the main 
group of Cuban exiles who invaded

5. To promote knowledge and 
skill in use of firearms by SAO mem 
bers and the general public.

6. To form, in advance of actual 
need, a secret underground 
organization equipped to spy upon, 
harass and destroy troops of any 
foreign power that might occupy the 
United States territory.

7. To lend assistance and sup 
port to other resistance groups, 
domestic or foreign, opposing Com 
munist expansion or subversion.

8. To pursue these programs as 
private citizens motivated only by

SAO defense strategy in the trials 
will probably be to blame the 
terrorism it is accused of on the FBI 
provacateur, Godfrey.

Hetter, for example, believes that 
his client is innocent of the bombing 
and points a finger at Godfrey. He 
also says that the SAO commander, 
Jerry Davis, said that Godfrey sup 
plied 75% of the money for the SAO.

Door reporters Doug Porter and 
Ric Reynolds were contacted by 
Davis of the Secret Army who 
provided them with information

The Spur Valley Ranch Cafe, frequent hangout of Secret Army members. (Photo by Ric Reynolds.)

Cuba in 1961 in the Bay of Pigs in 
vasion; the Minutemen; the White 
Socialist Party (Nazis), and the John 
Birch Society.

According to an article in the 
Valley Grove News, the Secret Army 
has an eight-fold purpose.

1. To prepare the means of per 
sonal defense and survival in case of 
enemy attack.

2. To resist and expose the 
spread of Communist influence and 
propaganda within the national 
boundaries.

3. To investigate infiltration of 
Communist sympathizers into 
American organization of govern 
ment, business, labor, religion and 
education.

4. To resist by all means, the 
passage of laws regulating private 
ownership of firearms which detract 
from an individual's ability to defend 
his (sic) own family and personal 
property.

patriotism to remain free of govern 
mental subsidies or control.

The Secret Army Organization has 
envisioned a three-stage program of 
resistance against Communism. 
These include: the underground net 
work, guerrilla warfare, and conven 
tional warfare.

The membership of the SAO is 
being trained to set up the un 
derground network that they feel is 
necessary to support future guerilla 
activities. Current training includes 
techniques of sabotage, espionage, 
subversion, infiltration, escape and 
evasion counterfeiting recruitment 
communications, and propaganda.

San Diego radicals are more con 
cerned about the SAO than they 
were with the Minutemen because 
the SAO seems to have a political 
thrust as well as a military one. No 
organization gains popular support 
without cogent and persistent 
political work.

about Godfrey. He confirmed that 
Godfrey worked for the radical 
Message Information Center under 
the name of Larry, that he had ac 
cess to the Movement For a 
Democratic Military, and that he had 
a list of people belonging to the 
Peace and Freedom Party in San 
Diego which he obtained while 
working for them. Godfrey was in 
charge of the SAO's counter- 
intelligence unit.

Davis said that the SAO never 
wanted to become public but its 
cover was blown by Godfrey when 
he printed two Special Bulletins. 
One pointed out Bohmer as the man 
to get. Godfrey also suggested 
massive retaliation against the 
police department for their 
harassment of the SAO after the 
Tharp shooting.

Hetter links Godfrey with Tommy 
the Traveller, the Student for a 
Democratic Society member who set

up several bombings in the East 
Coast for the FBI and blamed them 
on the left. The lawyer also believes 
that the SAO working members 
don't have the sophistication to pull 
off the operations that they are ac 
credited with.

"My client, Yakopec, is a simple 
tool for the FBI. You know, they had 
enough information to arrest people 
after the Tharp shooting. They knew 
what was going on in all the 
violence. They had civilians do their 
dirty work. They only moved after a 
building, a business, was bombed. It 
wasn't a case of shooting somebody, 
it was damaging property."

Hetter hopes to turn the trial into 
an offense against the FBI. His goals 
merge with the SAO's and with the 
radicals. Both left and right are 
agreed that the federal government 
is the key oppressor and represser.

This supposition achieves more 
credence in conversations with the 
US Attorney General, the FBI and 
the SDPD.

Harry Steward, US Attorney 
General who figured in the case of 
C. Arnholt Smith and the ITT scan 
dal, said he couldn't comment on the 
case or on the reasons why no one 
was prosecuted over the two and 
one-half years of violence against 
radicals because of the trials. But he 
did say that "The FBI never presen 
ted any prosecutable cases to us." 
And the FBI refused to say anything 
to this reporter. Special agents Rex 
Shroder and Anthony Maloney said 
the pending case prevented them 
from making any comment on 
anything. Maloney did not want to 
talk to the press at all.

An interesting contrast to 
representatives of the federal gover 
nment were the views of police in 
vestigator Sgobba. The cooperative 
amiable "Red Squad Chief" told me 
that "We really want to crack this 
thing, Ron. We're accused of 
persecuting the left and not the 
right. We've put a lot of work in this 
thing since January and we do want 
to arrest the guilty persons."

He said that it was quite possible 
the SAO was guilty of the numerous 
acts of violence against the left but 
that they had no proof. He blamed 
Godfrey and the FBI for withholding 
information critical to solve the 
crimes.

"If we could get evidence we'd 
charge people. If Godfrey did 
anything we'd charge him too," 
Sgobba said. He told the press to 
watch the "interesting trial" to 
determine the role of the FBI in 
provoking the violence.

1969   1972 Chronology of terror in San Diego
FALL, 1969: Free school Exploring Family ramsacked, 

bullet holes in John Porter's law office door.
November, 1969: Bullet holes through the Street Jour 

nafs office.
November 29, 1969: Sfreef Journal's office broken into, 

2500 copies of the then current issue dumped into San Diego 
Bay.

December 1, 1969: San Diego Free Door's truck has four 
tires slashed and ball bearings shot through windshield with 
slingshot.

December 23, 24, 1969: Synthetic Trips on University 
Avenue (where both the Door and Street Journal distributed) 
has windows broken out with slingshot fired lugnuts.

December 25, 1969: Rear entrance at Street Journafs of 
fice opened, paint poured over two justowriter machines, 
headliner fonts destroyed. Damage estimated at $4,000.

December 25, 1969: Two bullets shot into porno shop, Ar- 
nies Bookstore, just barely missing Mike Epples.

December 28, 29, 1969: Tires slashed again at San Diego 
Free Door.

December 29, 1969: Five shots into Arnie's Bookstore, one 
shot from a rifle, four from a shotgun. Minutemen stickers 
left.

January 3, 1970: A car belonging to Larry Gottlieb, a staff 
member of the Sfreef Journal firebombed at 2nd and Thorn.

January 4,1970: Arnie's Bookstore and Chuck's Bookstore 
(adult literature, and distributor for Street Journal) have 
lugnuts shot through windows. Minutemen stickers left at 
Chuck's.

January 5,1970: Chuck's Bookstore again has lugnuts shot 
through windows.

January 14, 1970: The office of the San Diego Free Door 
broken into and $1,000 worth of equipment damaged. Over a 
thousand names and addresses stolen.

January 20, 1970: The Lugnut Case continues. Synthetic 
Trips front window broken out for sixth time within a month. 
Local movement files list William Francis Yakopec as chief 
suspect.

March 18, 1970: Ron Breen, then Associated Student Body 
President at San Diego State College receives warning from 
Minutemen to leave town by noon the following day or be 
assassinated. The same night, Alien Stancliff, member of 
Young Socialist Alliance comes home to find a bomb thrown 
through his window, that failed to explode.

April 29,1970: Near midnight,Oceanside's MDM office shot 
into by speeding car. 12 rounds from a .45 caliber automatic 
hit building, one wounding PFC Jesse Woodard.

April 12, 1971: Tear-gas crystals dumped on seat of car at 
Saratoga Street. Tear-gas crystals also thrown through door 
at local printing collective. Minutemen stickers left.

May 4, 1971: A phone call received by Peter Bohmer. The 
caller said: "If anything happens at the Bank of America 
(scene of anti-war demonstrations scheduled that day) we're 
going to kill you with a bullet through the back of your 
head." Another caller said that if anything happened at the 
Bank of America "We're going to ship him back to MIT in a 
pine box." Complaint filed with police department.

August 1971: Guns stolen from a house on Muir Street, 
inhabited by people doing Gl organizing.

November 13, 1971: Grenade thrown through window at 
Peace House at 2143 Market Street, but fails to detonate. A 
car was set on fire in front of the Bohmer residence the 
same night.

November 15, 1971: A phone call was received stating, 
"The car was just a warning." Several days later another 
caller said, "Next time we'll get the house." In November the 
first SAO sticker was found at Bohmer's office at State.

December 23, 25, 1971: Phone threats. One caller said, 
"Wish Pete a Merry Christmas. It will be his last. This is the 
Secret Army Organization." Another caller said, "Merry 
Christmas. It will be your last. We know you're there alone. 
This is the Minutemen."

December 27, 1971: Bohmer received a copy of the SAO 
Bulletin which described Peter's appearance, his car, and 
listed his phone and address. They gave this imformation 
"for any readers who may care to look up this Red scum."

January 3, 1972: Many people in the city were receiving 
phone threats. Some of these people were no longer active 
in the movement, which gives credibility to the claim that the 
SAO had an outdated phone list.

January 6, 1972: SAO stickers were left on Bohmer's office 
door. Later that afternoon a call was received at his 
residence saying, "This time we left a sticker, next time, we 
may leave a grenade. This is the SAO." Friends of Bohmer 
who lived up the street received a call that night. "Say good 
bye to your friends down the street." At 9:15 p.m. two shots 
from a 9mm pistol were fired into the Bohmer residence 
wounding Paula Tharp.

January 7,1972: The woman inaccurately listed in the SAO 
Bulletin as Bohmer's girlfriend received a call saying "You're 
next."

March 3, 8, 1972: Tire slashing on cars belonging to mem 
bers of Convention Coalition and Enlisted Peoples Place.

March 28, 1972: Screen door ripped down at the home of a 
local radical.

March 30, 1972: Tear gas crystals sprinkled on car door 
handles of member of Convention Coalition.

April 6 or 7, 1972: The brake line on a car of a local radical 
cut.

April 19, 1972: SDS garage in South-east San Diego burns. 
Typesetting equipment destroyed. Fire officials suspect ar 
son. SAO Special Bulletin lists prominent San Diegans as 
pinkos and traitors.

April 20, 1972: A car belonging to a member of the San 
Diego Convention Coalition and Door firebombed on Mon- 
talvo Street in Ocean Beach. A month previous an SAO 
sticker was placed on the windshield.

May, 1972: Phone threats to people listed on Secret Army's 
Special Bulletin including M. Larry Lawrence, Democratic 
Party Chairman; the home of Maureen O'Connor, the police 
Department, and the office of the Door.

June 19, 1972: The Guild Theatre bombed.
(Printed in Aug. 17, 1972 
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